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AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

F I L M  P R E S E N T A T I O N S
Note:To ensure the safety of all patrons, no
one will be admitted to a film after the doors
have closed and the lights have gone down.

Berga
Grace Guggenheim, daughter of the late
documentary filmmaker Charles Gug-
genheim, will explain how her father’s
final film, Berga: Soldiers of Another War,
inspired journalist Roger Cohen to
write the book Soldiers and Slaves:
American POWs Trapped by the Nazi’s Final
Gamble (A. A. Knopf, 2005). Both the
film and the book explore the untold
story of 350 American prisoners of war
forced to work as slave laborers in a con-
centration camp in the German town of
Berga. Cohen will discuss his book, and
the documentary film will be screened.
Sponsored by the Charles Guggenheim
Center for the Documentary Film at the
National Archives. Thursday, May 5, 6:30
p.m.Reservations required.

The True Glory
A joint effort of the U.S. Office of War
Information and the British Ministry of
Information, The True Glory (1945) cov-
ers the Allied invasion of Europe from
the June 1944 Normandy landing to
VE Day (May 8, 1945). The film was
compiled from footage shot by hun-
dreds of camera operators. The words
of the soldiers themselves, from all
strata of rank and many countries,
reveal the small human moments that
are a part of war. The film won the
1945 Academy Award for Best
Documentary Feature. Directed by
Garson Kanin and Carol Reed. (85
minutes) Friday, May 6, noon and 7 p.m.
Reservations required.

Paris Was a Woman 
This 1996 documentary looks at
the influential American women
artists and writers who moved

to the Left Bank of Paris in the
early 20th century. These women

created within the city a cultural com-
munity that continues to inspire artists,
writers, and journalists. The film uses
interviews and archival material to
explore the lives of Gertrude Stein,
Alice B. Toklas, Collette, Natalie
Clifford Barney, Djuna Woods, and oth-
ers. Directed by Greta Schiller. (75
minutes) Friday, May 13, 7 p.m. Res-
ervations required.

The Making of Liberty 
Written, produced, and directed
by Charles Guggenheim in
1986, The Making of Liberty ex-
amines the history of America’s
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most famous symbol, the Statue of
Liberty, from its conception by creator
August Bertholdi, through its construc-
tion in 1868, to its restoration and its
rededication in New York Harbor on
July 4, 1986. It is a story of the building
and rebuilding of a monument embody-
ing the American experience, as seen
through the eyes of French and
American artisans and laborers.
Sponsored by the Charles Guggenheim
Center for the Documentary Film at the
National Archives. (55 minutes) Friday,
May 20, 7 p.m. Reservations required.

Patricia Ward Kelly and
An American in Paris 

The National Archives is pleased
to welcome Patricia Ward Kelly,
who will share insights and

answer questions about her late
husband, Gene Kelly, a man loved

around the world yet truly known by
very few. She will also introduce a
screening of a restored print of An
American in Paris. Featuring some of
George and Ira Gershwin’s most mem-
orable songs, this classic 1951 musical
tells the story of an American artist
(Gene Kelly) and a French girl (Leslie
Caron) who fall in love against the back-
drop of post–World War II Paris.
Directed by Vincente Minnelli, An
American in Paris won six Academy
Awards, including Best Picture. (113
minutes) Friday, May 27, 7 p.m.
Reservations required.

L E C T U R E S

The Bonus Army
Paul Dickson and Thomas Allen will dis-
cuss their book, The Bonus Army: An
American Epic (Walker and Company,
2005). In the summer of 1932, at the
height of the Depression, some 45,000
veterans of World War I descended on
Washington, DC, from all over the
country to demand the bonus promised
them eight years earlier for their
wartime service. They lived in shanty-
towns, and for two months they
protested and rallied for their cause—
an action that would have a profound

effect on American history. Wednesday,
May 4, noon. Reservations required.

Presidential Portraits
Retired White House curator Betty
Monkman and artist Simmie Knox will
discuss Presidential portraits. In her illus-
trated remarks, Monkman will review
the history of acquiring official portraits
of Presidents and First Ladies for the
White House collection. Knox will dis-
cuss how he works with his subjects.
Knox, from Silver Spring, MD, is the first
African American artist to paint official
portraits of a President and First Lady.
This event is cosponsored by the White
House Historical Association. Wednesday,
May 4, 5:30 p.m. Reservations required.

Hispanics, Civil Rights,
and Education
Judge Fredrick Aguirre, Orange County
(CA) Superior Court, will moderate a
panel discussion on Hispanic contribu-
tions to civil rights in education.
Panelists will include Norma V. Cantu,
former Assistant Secretary of Education
and current professor of law at the
University of Texas School of Law,
Austin; Cruz Reynoso, former Justice
of the California Supreme Court and
current professor of law at the
University of California School of Law,
Davis; and Federal Court Judge James
DeAnda (retired), who was co-counsel
in the case Hernandez v. Texas, in which
Chief Justice Earl Warren and the U.S.
Supreme Court found that Mexican
Americans in Texas were systematically
being denied their Constitutional right
to serve on juries. Thursday,May 12,5:30
p.m. Reservations required.

Paris in the Fifties 
Stanley Karnow will discuss his
book Paris in the Fifties (Peter
Smith Publishing, 2001). In July
1947, Stanley Karnow boarded a

freighter bound for France, plan-
ning to stay for the summer. He stayed
10 years, first as a student and later as a
correspondent for Time magazine. By
the time he left, Karnow knew Paris so
intimately that his French colleagues
dubbed him “le plus parisien des
Américains”—the most Parisian Ameri-
can. His descriptions reveal Paris as a
city of style, passion, and romance.
Wednesday, May 18, 5:30 p.m. Reser-
vations required.

Paris Noir
Tyler Stovall will discuss his book
Paris Noir:African Americans in the
City of Light (Houghton Mifflin,
1996). Significant numbers of

black Americans went to France for the
first time during World War I and dis-
covered a country where they were free
from the racism they faced at home.
Stovall describes how the equality and
respect afforded them in France
inspired veterans and many other
African Americans—including writers,
artists, musicians, and intellectuals—to
emigrate to Paris, where they created a
vibrant, cosmopolitan black communi-
ty. This is the first book to provide a
documentary history of black expatri-
ates in Paris. Thursday, May 19, 7 p.m.
Reservations required.

Americans in Paris: 
A Literary Anthology 

Adam Gopnik will discuss his
book, Americans in Paris:A Literary
Anthology (Library of America,
2004). From the earliest years of

the American republic, Paris has
provoked an extraordinary American
literary response. Encompassing sto-
ries, letters, memoirs, and journalism,
Americans in Paris distills three centuries
of vigorous and emotional writing
about the place that Henry James called
“the most brilliant city in the world.”
The anthology includes writers as var-
ied as Thomas Jefferson, James Baldwin,
Gertrude Stein, Jack Kerouac, and E. E.
Cummings. Wednesday,May 25,5:30 p.m.
Reservations required.

The Private History of
Vietnam 
Art Beltrone and Jan Scruggs will dis-
cuss two books honoring those who
served during the Vietnam War.
Beltrone, author of Vietnam Graffiti:
Messages from a Forgotten Troopship
(Howell Press, 2004), tells the story of
the troopship Gen. Nelson M. Walker.
Beltrone discovered that the ship con-
tained hundreds of bunk canvases cov-
ered with inked messages that reveal the
thoughts of people on their way to a
combat zone. Scruggs, founder and
president of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund, discusses Offerings at
the Wall: Artifacts from the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Collection (Turner Publishing,
1995).The first offering at the wall—a
Purple Heart thrown into the memori-
al’s cement as it was being poured—
presaged the flood of items that visitors
would leave at the memorial. Scruggs’
book provides a glimpse of some of the
30,000 objects commended to the
dead. Thursday, May 26, 7 p.m. Res-
ervations required.
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Author lecture
Franklin and France
Jefferson Room | 5:30 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Vietnam Military
Records
Lecture Room C, College
Park, MD | 11 a.m.

Panel discussion
Hispanics, Civil Rights,
Education
McGowan Theater | 5:30 p.m.

Film
The True Glory
McGowan Theater | noon and 7 p.m.

Film
Paris Was a Woman
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Genealogy workshop
Federal Land Records
Washington Room
10:15 a.m.–1 p.m.

Film
The Making of Liberty
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Genealogy workshop
African American
Genealogy
Jefferson Room
10:15 a.m.–1:15 p.m.

Author lecture
Vietnam
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Author lecture
Before the Fallout
Jefferson Room | noon

Author lecture
Paris in the Fifties
McGowan Theater | 5:30 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Vietnam Military
Records
Room G-24 | 11 a.m.

Author lecture
The Bonus Army
McGowan Theater | noon

Lecture
Presidential Portraits
McGowan Theater | 5:30 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Resources for
Asian Studies
Lecture Room D, College
Park, MD | 11 a.m.

Film and author lecture
Berga
McGowan Theater | 6:30 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your 
Records”

Resources for Asian
Studies
Room G-24 | 11 a.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Civil War Records
Room G-24 | 11 a.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Images of the Korean
War
Room G-24 | 11 a.m.Research rooms are closed.

Author lecture
Gouverneur
Morris
Jefferson Room | noon

Author lecture
Americans in Paris
McGowan Theater | 5:30 p.m.

Exhibit opening
Americans in
Paris
Lawrence F. O’Brien
Gallery

Film
An American in Paris
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Civil War Records
Lecture Room C, College
Park, MD | 11 a.m.

Author lecture
Paris Noir
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Exhibit Hall closes at 4 p.m.

In The William G. McGowan Theater

A L S O  T H I S  M O N T H

Reservations are required for all programs and must be made at least 24 hours in advance.Reserve by e-mail (reservations.nwe@nara.gov) or telephone (202-501-5000).

L E C T U R E S

Franklin and France: Stacy Schiff will discuss her book A Great
Improvisation: Franklin, France, and the Birth of America (Henry Holt,
2005).When Franklin stepped onto French soil without any diplo-
matic training, bent on convincing France, an absolute monarchy, to
underwrite America’s experiment in democracy, he well understood

he was embarking on the greatest gamble of his career. Franklin out-
maneuvered British spies, French informers, and hostile colleagues; engi-
neered the Franco-American alliance of l778; and helped to negotiate the
peace of l783.The eight-year French mission stands not only as Franklin’s
most vital service to his country but as the most revealing of the man.
Wednesday, May 11, 5:30 p.m. Jefferson Room. Reservations required.

Discovery of Atomic Power: Diana Preston discusses her book
Before the Fallout: From Marie Curie to Hiroshima. On December 26, 1898,
Marie Curie announced the discovery of radium and observed that
“radioactivity seems to be an atomic property.” A mere 47 years later,
“Little Boy” exploded over Hiroshima. Preston’s book tells the epic story
of the intervening half century, during which an exhilarating quest to
unravel the secrets of the material world revealed how to destroy it, and
an open, international, scientific adventure transmuted overnight into a
wartime sprint for the bomb. Wednesday, May 18, noon. Jefferson Room.
Reservations required.

Gouverneur Morris and the French Revolution: Melanie
Randolph Miller will discuss her book Envoy to the Terror: Gouverneur
Morris and the French Revolution (Potomac Books, 2004). Miller’s book
is the first in-depth study of Morris’s time in France (1789–94), and
her research discredits many longstanding myths about his perform-

ance as a diplomat. Morris arrived in Paris on business in 1789, just
before the Revolution began. He quickly became involved in French politics
and soon was advising not only the reformers but also King Louis XVI him-
self. His empathy for France deepened when he fell in love with a beautiful
aristocrat, and by the time of his appointment as U.S. minister he was too
deeply enmeshed in French affairs to extricate himself. Miller brings to life
the fascinating intrigues of the French Revolution and provides a reinterpre-
tation of Morris’s role in one of the most important periods of America’s
early diplomatic history. Wednesday, May 25, noon. Jefferson Room.
Reservations required.

L E C T U R E  S E R I E S :  “ K N O W  Y O U R  R E C O R D S ”
These talks by National Archives specialists and other experts are held in the
Research Center, Room G-24. Enter on Pennsylvania Avenue.

Civilian Territorial and Insular Affairs Resources for
Asian Studies: Archivist Joe Schwarz will describe researching Asian
records among the Records of the Office of Territories (Record Group 126)
and the Records of the Bureau of Insular Affairs (Record Group 350), with
an emphasis on the Philippine Islands and the Trust Territories. Tuesday, May
3, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the National Archives at College
Park, in Lecture Room D, on Thursday, May 5, at 11 a.m.)

Vietnam Military Records: Archivist Deborah Edge will discuss
records of the United States Navy and Marine Corps during the Vietnam War.
Tuesday, May 10, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the National Ar-
chives at College Park, in Lecture Room C, on Thursday, May 12, at 11 a.m.)

Civil War Records in the National Archives: In addition to cov-
ering Civil War military service and pension records, archives technician Tim
Duskin will also discuss lesser-known records of Union and Confederate sol-
diers, including unfiled papers, draft records, and income tax records. Tuesday,
May 17, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the National Archives at
College Park, in Lecture Room C, on Thursday, May 19, at 11 a.m.)

The Big Picture—Images of the Korean War in Its
Geopolitical Context: Freelance writer Kevin Morrow shows
images from National Archives collections relating to the Korean War and
to the great power rivalries in the Far East that set the stage for it. Tuesday,
May 31, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the National Archives at
College Park, in Lecture Room C, on Thursday, June 2, at 11 a.m.)

G E N E A L O G Y  W O R K S H O P S

Federal Land Records at the National Archives: After the
American Revolution, the United States began acquiring, surveying, and
disposing of public land, creating Federal land records in the process.Today
the National Archives holds land records for the 30 public land states whose
lands were once part of the U.S. public domain. Claire Bettag will discuss
how these records are invaluable to genealogists—not only for locating fam-
ilies and individuals and documenting their land holdings, but also for pro-
viding additional family information. A fee of $15 is payable by cash or
check at the door. Saturday, May 7, 10:15 a.m.–1 p.m. Washington Room.
Reservations required. Call 202-501-5000, menu option 5.

An Introduction to Genealogy—An African American
Perspective: Deborah Daniels, American Legacy magazine, and Reginald
Washington, staff archivist, present a workshop on basic genealogical research
and techniques.They will discuss the use of oral history, pedigree charts, fam-
ily group sheets, and other resources, including Federal, state, and local
records available for African American family research. A fee of $20 is payable
by cash or check at the door. Saturday May 21, 10:15 a.m.–1:15 p.m. Jefferson
Room. Reservations required. Call 202-501-5000, menu option 5.

Gene Kelly and his wife, Patricia, in 1994.
(Photo by Albane Navizet)

This symbol identifies programs that complement the
National Archives’ new exhibit, “Americans in Paris,”
which opens May 27. Read about the exhibit on the
other side of this calendar.


